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Appl. No, 10/042,786 

Amdt. dated May 25, 2004 

Reply to Office Action of March 31 , 2004 


Amendments to the Specification: 

Please replace the Abstract of the Disclosure beginning at page 76, line 3, with the attached 
new Abstract of the Disclosure: 

A b s tract of tho Dicclo &we 

A dual zoned, throo d i monsionol, roci li ont absorbont wob ic dicoloood which is suitablo ac body - 
s i de tinor for absorbent articloc cuoh as feminine pads, diapers and tho liko. When ucod a s a l iner 
in absorbont articles, tho dual zon e d wcb - combinoo the advantages of aporturod films and soft, 
nonwovon covor layers in ono structure whrlo ctil l being inhorontly hydrophific. Tho linor comprisos 
a wob of wet rociliont, hydrophi l ic bas e shoot h a ving o throo d i monsional topography comprising 
el evatod rogiono onto wh i ch hydrophobic mattor ic depos i ted or printed and a p l ura li ty of spaced 
apart depressed rogion s . In a pref e rred ombod i m e nt, tho hydrophobic matter oppliod to tho 
elovatod regions of th e baseshoot comprioos hydropho bi c fibers in a cont i guous nonwovon wob 
which has been ap o rtur e d or provided with onto or othor openings, ouch that tho aporturoo or 
o p e nings ovorlay a portion of tho doproosod reg i ons. Tho olovatod hydrophobic r e gions onhonco 
dry foo l and promote fluid flow toward tho lower hydrophilic r og i ons, which comprise tho oxpoood 
doproccod r ogi ons of tho bacoshoot. Tho basoohoot is preferably i n liquid commun i cation with 
undoriying abeorbont material, most preferab l y a c tabl ll z o d air l aid oo ll uloG i c material or 
comprocood stab i lised fluff such that tho absorbont mater i a l can wick fluid out of tho baseshoot by 
cap il lary action. Whon soft, hydrophobic fibers are d e pos i ted on tho o l ovatod rogionc, tho tinor also 
has a soft, cloth ' l i ko fool in addition to a dry fool in uco. 
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